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Marcus Amosa, 
Chair

Hi Avondale!
I hope everyone is keeping safe and doing what is 
required to get through these challenging times.
One of the main issues I have been hearing of lately, 
not only through my role as Chair but as a local 
resident, is that of safety and security in our town 
centre.
The business association is working through 
tangible projects that will increase safety on our 
mainstreet. The two main projects we are working 
on in this space are CCTV cameras along our 
mainstreet as well as upgraded under-verandah 
lighting to brighten up this space.  We are also 
pushing a safety strategy that encompasses 
relationship-building with key stakeholders such 
as NZ Police, the Pacific and Maori wardens and the 
soon-to-be-formed Avondale Community Patrol.  
I am a big believer in our safety and security coming 
from having a well-connected, well-informed 
community - we need to own this and every single 
one of us has a role in creating that sense of 
community.
Now that we’re at Level 3, please be sure to support 
the local business that have been here for you 
during lockdown - many of them have gone above 
and beyond to bring valuable essential services to 
our neighbourhood.
The strengh of Avondale is that we are a 
neighbourhood of people who know and care about 
each other.
Take care out there!

I N S U R A N C E   R I S K   F I N A N C I A L••

KiwiSaver 
questions?

Bernard McCrea
DIP PFP, DipBank, DipBA, SF FIN

m: 0274 862 501
t: 09 820 1398  

e: bernard.mccrea@abbott.co.nz

No worries 
We’ll  

break it  
down for you

Your Avondale expert







The Avondale Business Association has been serving our local business community since its 
incorporation in 1998. It is run by an executive board comprised of local business members and 
funded by the business and building owners in our town centre.

The task of the association is to assist with local economic development.  Each year it sets out how 
it will do so in an Annual Plan.  The Annual Plan for the coming year includes (but is not limited to):

WEBSITE 
Maintain a dynamic 

website of local businesses
www.avondale.net.nz

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Have an engaging social 

media presence 
        /avondalenz

        /avondalemainstreet

EVENTS 
Assist with town

centre events 
ANZAC Day 

Christmas Festival 
Christmas decorations 

A summer series of events

MAGAZINE 
Produce quarterly issues of 

the Avondale Mainstreet 
Magazine

MAINTENANCE 
Roll out funding to 

business/building owners 
wishing to make 
improvements

STREET LIGHTING 
Roll out a plan to replace 

old lighting with LED 
lighting and encourage 

improved lighting in the 
town centre

CCTV 
Introduce CCTV to the town 
centre for improved safety

SAFETY 
Encourage the Maori and 

Pacific Warden 
programmes

Facilitate
“Coffee witha Copper”

events

STREET BEAUTIFICATION 
Encourage a

street art project 
Work with Council to

reduce graffiti 
Help assist Avondale 

Primary’s quarterly clean ups.

DISCOUNT BOOK 
Produce an annual discount 

book to encourage 
shopping in Avondale Town 

Centre

BUSINESS AWARDS 
Hold a People’s Choice
Business Awards event

Maintain great 
relationships with 

stakeholders & 
neighbourhood group
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Ulu 
new artists’ space

In the street

Before and after:  One of the two original artists, Liam Hindley, rid our 
“Welcome to Avondale” sign of additional graffiti last month.  Great job, Liam - 
and thanks for facilitating, Whau the People!

Ulu Studios is an innovative, new space dedicated 
to nurturing Pacific and Maori artists and creatives, 
situated in the heart of Avondale, and run by the 
creative directors of Moana Fresh & Papa Clothing.

With support from Creative New Zealand, Ulu 
Studios announced its inaugural recipients of a three 
month artists residency recently, being Manuha’apai 
Vaeatangitau and Sione Tuívailala Monū.

Above;  Sione Tuívailala Monū, Vaimaila Urale, Paul 
Lisi, Jessica Palalagi, Keva Rands, Manuha’apai 
Vaeatangitau 

L3 COLLECTION
NOW AVAILABLE

Floral Design
Indigobelle
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The chicken capital 

Have you noticed?

New Crossings, Safer and 
better flow through

In the street

Word has it, KFC is set to replace 
Carl’s Jnr in Avondale later 
this year making us assuredly, 
Auckland’s chicken capital, with 
now over a dozen shops selling 
finger-licking goodness!

July saw Avondale Primary kids join 
forces with I Love Avondale, Avondale 
Mainstreet, Panuku Developments and 
Avondale Police to clean up the old 3 
Guys and Learn to Ride sites.  This 
heartening collaboration promises to 
be a regular feature on the school’s 
calendar to encourage students to 
take an active role in supporting their 
community. An excellent vision, and 
greatly appreciated – thanks kids!

New street info for your 
lunchtime stroll!

A warm welcome to the Maori Wardens 
who began patrols just prior to 
lockdown.

We’re cleaning up the street in increments - small things but, hopefully, with a 
big impact!  Below: Before and After - old signage gone; and picking up trash with 
the help of Tag Out Trust.

Kids clean up

What do you think of Auckland 
Transport’s proposal to have 
a pedestrian crossing outside 
the Mobil station?  It’s still in 
consultation, after which AT will let 
us know when it’s due to happen.

Seems it will be a great opportunity 
for walkers to get safety across 
to the Wingate eateries and 
create better connectivity for our 
towncentre.  Watch this space! 
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Make your kids, Trader Kidz

150 Lansford Crescent, Avondale. Phone 09 828 3800  www.paradice.co.nz

THE COOLEST HOTSPOT IN TOWN !

Do toys fall out when 
you open the cupboard? 
Overflowing cupboards was just one 
of the motivators for local business 
owner, Tristan Marris to begin 
TraderKidz with his children, Jett (8) 
and Cooper (9).

At Traderkidz.co.nz, you can buy and 
sell pre-loved toys games, puzzles, 
books, clothes, computer devices and 
games, lego, models, collectibles, sports 
gear, bikes, and musical instruments.  
There’s even a section for babies & 
infants, and a space to sell unwanted 
fruit - which comes in handy for our 
garden suburb. 

Since launching just 
a few weeks ago, 
Traderkidz has had 
close to 150 families 
log on to buy and sell.  

From left:  Jett, Tristan and Cooper Marris are TraderKidz

A unique feature on the site allows 
you to sell any product for free – nice!  
And also, proceeds from the site are 
donated to charity.

Outside of Dad-time, Tristan runs 
“Colony – Space to Work” at 1790 
Great North Road (behind the ex-
Barbarino’s), a creative shared space 
that is currently going gangbusters 
and expanding to create 30 more 
desks.  An IT entrepreneur, he also 
co-developed online business 
management software, 
RollHQ.com.

“We built Traderkidz 
so our kids could sell 

unwanted toys, while teaching 
them about websites, financial 
intelligence and how business 
works,”  says Tristan.

While Tristan put the website 
together, the kids run the entire sales 
process from photographing toys to 
sending couriers and organising pick 
ups.  It’s a user-friendly site that all 
kids can be a part of.  It’s a win, win. 

Now all Jett and Cooper have to do 
is figure out how to spend their new 

found pocket-money.

www.traderkidz.co.nz

For more information, email 
events@brownestreet.co.nz 

or visit brownestreet.co.nz

Our private function space 
is the perfect place to host 
your next event!
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Make your kids, Trader Kidz

For more information, email 
events@brownestreet.co.nz 

or visit brownestreet.co.nz

Our private function space 
is the perfect place to host 
your next event!
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Bold signage
Bold endeavour
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A new Avondale burger joint will 
open soon, and there is no mistaking 
where with this unmissable signage 
– testament to the bold statement its 
owners are making with the opening 
of their first food establishment.
Otis Conaghan, is the face of a collective of ex-Avondale 
College friends who have pulled together to make this 
venture possible.  Otis is the visionary, while his friends, 
the shareholders, are supporting him all the way – that way 
includes making this burger joint the first of many; and 
possibly creating a “Cheddar Academy” that will provide 
apprenticeships and training for community kids to take on 
its business reigns.

“It’s a way to give back to the community,” says Otis.  
“Primarily, we want 

to see Avondale look 
and feel better than 
it currently does 
by creating an 
experience; and a 
cool space for young 
people to hangout.”

A foodie from an early age, Otis attributes his obsession 
with food to his German heritage.

“I go through phases where I’ll make the same thing 
for months until its perfect.  I spent three months on a 
cheesecake once!” he says.  

At the end of studies last year, this same obsessive focus 
caused Otis to drum down on fried chicken, and when 
he arrived at the perfect chicken burger, the vision for 
Cheddar was born.

For Otis, the perfect burger includes the perfect bread bun.  
In Los Angeles a few years ago, he was taken by The Shake 
Shack burgers, particularly their Martins’ Potato Buns.  He 
considered importing them, before deciding to create his 
own variant that he has spent months developing.  

What is the perfect bun?

“The goal is to make sure the bread doesn’t fight but rather 
accompanies the burger,” says Otis, which translates to a 
bun that is light, melt-in-your-mouth soft and non-filling – 
so that you can go back for seconds!  

A supporter of local business, Otis has engaged Avondale 
Home Bakery owner, Hieng Chunn Lim, to bake the 
Cheddar buns.  They will be sold on their own in-store, and 
Otis intends to take them to market - supermarkets that is - 
in due course.

Otis outside what 
may prove to be the 

first of chain
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C R E AT O R S  O F  G R E AT  S M I L E S

1875 Great North Rd, Avondale, Auckland 1026  
Phone 09 828 5786  Email avdental@xtra.co.nz   

www.avondaledental.co.nz

At Avondale Dental we have been providing 

our patients with the highest levels of  

skill and professionalism for almost 40 years. 

Victor, Tim, Amy and the team have extensive and  

ongoing training and skills with a strong focus on  

patient care and comfort.

We listen carefully to your concerns and are careful 

to prioritise dental treatment to avoid unnecessary 

procedures. We offer an extensive range of services using 

state of the art equipment and sterilisation procedures. 

Implants  •  Crowns  •  Veneers  •  Bridges 

Preventative dentistry  •  Laser whitening 

Oral surgery  •  Partial and full dentures

Call for an appointment on 09 828 5786  
or email avdental@xtra.co.nz

At 24-year-old, Otis, grew up in Wingate Street, Avondale. 
From an early age, he has had a love of cameras, and 
would film his mates skateboarding.  This interest grew 
into filming ads for skateboarding and clothing brands, 
until local skateboarding legend, Chey Ataria, gave him 
the opportunity to film with him. That launched Otis into 
filming music videos too.  Eventually he landed a job with 
a production company where he worked for three years, 
as an editor.  Just prior to Covid, Otis decided to go back to 
school to study 3D animation and Visual Effects.

“I had taught myself everything I could off Youtube and I 
got to the point where I couldn’t get better without being 
taught,“ he said.

Sadly for Otis, Covid put the kibosh on his career change.  
But not sad for Avondale, because the break gave him time 
to play around with fried chicken and the rest is history…

For now, Otis is in the throws of a complete refurbishment 
of the space on the corner of Great North Road and 
Rosebank Road anticipating an opening in late Spring 
(lockdown willing).  In the interim, his head chef is 
introducing the neighbourhood to these to-die-for burgers 
in the Cheddar Truck at Racecourse Parade.  

“The idea is to grow this business as quickly as possible,” 
says Otis.  “It’s currently growing so fast, I can hardly 
keep up with it.”   

No small task 
morphing the old 
Cake Shop into a 
signature Cheddar 
store!

Chunn and Otis, collaborating on the Cheddar experience.



14 |



| 15

A homeless couple sleeping in a van 
on a friend’s property; a man paying 
“a couple hundy” to live in his mate’s 
warehouse; a recently homeless 
pensioner that had a stroke and 
lives alone; an older couple, one with 
a disability and the other a brain 
condition; people living in emergency 
and boarding houses, state and private 
houses; people that have lost their jobs 
or had hours reduced; pockets of need 
in every corner of Avondale.

Since we went into Level 4 lockdown 
August 17th, Kai Avondale and 
our volunteers have distributed 
approximately 120 food parcels every 
week. The parcels are customised to 

Lockdown 
food parcels
By Dayne Smith the individual/household based on the 

knowledge we have about them. Our 
volunteer packers and drivers, and 
parcel recipients are almost entirely 
from our own neighbourhood. We’ve 
had parcel referrals from Auckland 
Council, Unitec, VisionWest, ATWC, 
Kindness Collective (who also supply 
us with food) and schools, on top of the 
people that come through our personal 
networks on the ground.

Our kai is mostly rescued food – food 
that supermarkets for example won’t 
or can’t sell, but it is still good to 
eat when it leaves our doors. This 
kai typically comes from Fair Food, 
KiwiHarvest and Catholic Social 
Services. We’ve also begun exchanging 
fresh food for meals made by our 

Your local real estate experts.
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friends at the Kelston Community 
Hub. We then deliver these meals to 
a local mental health support group. 
Auckland Emergency Management has 
supported us with over 20 pallets of 
food, but we didn’t have the capacity to 
store all the meat. That was until local 
businesses and organisations Haven 
Foundation, SuperValue, Chesters 
Quality Gourmet Foods and Encounter 
Church generously offered some of 
their freezer space.

We’re not a large well-funded 
organisation, we’re part of a wider 
grassroots community development 
project. But what we lack in financial 
resources and bells and whistles, we 
make up for with good relationships, 
heart and the support of our 
community. Thank you to everyone 
who has contributed time, food or 
money to the cause. We’d also like 
to acknowledge all the other groups 
out there supporting our community 
with food parcels or doing shopping – 
thanks for your mahi too.

For information on how you can get 
involved with Kai Avondale, please 
head to iloveavondale.co.nz.
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Let’s Stamp it Out!
We can stamp out this virus 
Auckland, especially if as many of us 
as possible get vaccinated as soon as 

possible. We all want our schools 
and businesses to re-open, to go 
to the beach, to go shopping and 
to be with family and friends 
again. The best way to get there 
is to get vaccinated. And you 
can do that today! Visit a 
vaccination centre near you:

Henderson Vaccination Centre, 28 Catherine St, Henderson

The Trusts Arena Covid-19 Vaccination Centre

Avondale Family Doctor, 63 Rosebank Rd

Unichem Pharmacy, Lynnmall, 

Health New Lynn, McCrae Way, New Lynn 

New Lynn West Pharmacy, 85 – 87 Titirangi Rd, New Lynn

Tongan Health Society, Kelston Mall Medical Centre

Kelston Medical Centre, 8 Archibald Rd, Kelston

Westview Medical Centre, Glendale Rd, Glen Eden

Dr Deborah Russell, MP for New Lynn
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thetrusts.co.nz The Trusts
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 WHAU PASIFIKA GRANT

SUPPORTING
PASIFIKA
APPLY NOW
Funds up to $500

This new grant aims to help fund projects, events and activities
that support Pasifika peoples in the Whau local board area. All are
welcome to apply for up to $500.  
Enquiries at connect@whaupasifika.nz or Facebook

APPLY NOW ON
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INSTALL
Our qualified 

installers work to the 
highest standards so 

you don’t have to 
worry about a thing.

SERVICE
We ensure your 

stormwater solution 
stays in peak 

condition, for optimal 
water management.

SUPPLY
Our team will do the 
heavy lifting for you 

and deliver your 
WaterSmart tank of 

choice.

PLAN
Our helpful experts 

will design a 
rainwater collection 
plan specific to your 

needs.

YOUR LOCAL RAINWATER 
HARVESTING SPECIALISTS 

TAKING CARE OF IT ALL

For more information
call 0800 22 09 09
watersmart.co.nz
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GERMAN CAFE
RESTAURANT & BAR

Mike Berndt opened his first restaurant – Mittendrin in Berlin, 1991. 
Twenty-nine years later, he has brought traditional German and European 
food to us right here in Auckland.  Here, the German-born chef tells his 
story and the story of authentic German food through an ever-evolving 

tasting menu of seasonal dishes.

BIG GERMAN BREAKFAST PLATTER

SALMON RISOTTO SIRLOIN STEAK GERMAN APPLE STRUDEL

390A Rosebank Road, Avondale        820 0335
www.mittendrin.co.nz

WEEKDAY
LUNCH EXPRESS

$11.90

$5 GERMAN BEER
FRIDAY - SUNDAY

OPEN MONDAY – FRIDAY 11:30AM TILL LATE
SATURDAY - SUNDAY 8:30AM TILL LATE 
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The Avondale Peace Garden (located 
at the entrance to Avondale where 
Great North Road meets Ash Street) 
was created in August 1995 to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of the bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki.

The driving force behind the site was 
Kurt Brehmer, a now deceased local 
environmentalist and peace activist 
who was a member of the Avondale 
Community Board at the time. The 
small circular garden was planted 
with a low trimmed box hedge in the 
shape of the campaign for nuclear 

Commemoration
of peace

Avondale 
Crossword

Answers at www.avondale.net.nz/crossword

Across

1. Local community arts space at 99 
Rosebank Rd (3,5)

6. This describes pavement or road 
without potholes (4)

8. Small bite you can order at Curry 
King Indian Takeaway (6)

9. _____ Creek - urban waterway 
flowing through Avondale (6)

10. Sports match umpires at 24 
Across (8)

11. Avondale RSA membership is 
____ to anyone over 18 (4)

12. Getting around Avondale on two 
wheels (6)

15. Rosebank Speedway participants! 
(6)

16. ____ Dairy located on Rosebank 
Rd (4)

17. "Naval ode" and "lava node" are 
_____ of "Avondale" (8)

20. Annual Indian festival 
celebrated at Avondale 
Community Centre last year (6)

22. What Avondale Primary School 
new entrants 

 are taught (3,1,1,1)
23. Self-contained dwelling attached 

to several others (4)
24. _____ Reserve - local green space 

with playground and five sports 
fields (8)

disarmament, CND sign. Flowers were 
planted inside the arms of the symbol 
making it a living peace symbol.

A bronze plaque reads, “The Avondale 
Community Board at the request of the 
Foundation For Peace Studies dedicates 
this peace garden as a commemoration 
of the 50th anniversary of the bombing 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.”

The Whau Local Board passed a 
resolution on 9 August 2011 to support 
the Auckland Council Peace declaration 
of 2011.  Let’s not lose site of this 
important peace of our local history.

Down

2. Long-term rental arrangement for business premises (5)

3. What you can buy at SuperValue Avondale (9)

4. Talk pompously or at length at community meeting, 
maybe (5)

5. Local business might do this to support community 
event (7)

6. Small shriek of alarm when you spot Avondale spider? (3)

7. Avondale Optometrists have range of this to choose from (7)

11. Someone you might arrange to catch up with at The 
Taphouse (3,6)

13. Check out Avondale's Beach Pizza for taste of _____ food (7)

14. Avondale-based Linea Stone Ltd manufactures bench 
tops made of this (7)

18. Some of the female singers in Avondale's Auckland 
Gospel Choir, eg (5)

19. Petrol station at 2060 Great North Rd (5)

21. ___ Wall - local spot for graffiti enthusiasts (3)
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Thank you to all the wonderful 
volunteers who are helping 

to deliver this additional 
support.

Over lockdown, 
Age Concern 
Auckland 

has also dealt with hundreds of 
calls from older people, answering 
their questions, reassuring them 
and directing them to appropriate 
community support available to them. 
This ensures we aren’t replicating the 
other fantastic community support 
available.

Alongside this, our Elder Abuse 
Response Service & Community Social 
Workers are providing support to 
older people experiencing abuse or 
being impacted by social or health 
issues. This support is being provided 
in English, Mandarin, Cantonese and 
Korean. 

A lot of the older people Age Concern 
Auckland works with aren’t able to 
access the support and services they 
need online. However, for those older 
people that are digitally connected, 
we have been delivering some 
services and support online.  Beth our 
Community Strength and Balance 
Coordinator has been running Monday 
– Friday “Steady As You Go” classes 
via Zoom. These classes ensure that 
during lockdown older people are 
motivated to keep up their strength 
and mobility.

Age Concern Auckland’s Asian Services 
team and volunteers have also been 
providing one-on-one tutorials to 
teach older Chinese people how to 
shop online at specialty stores.  They 
have also been sharing exercise videos 
online via WeChat and translated 
information about the services and 
support their team provides.

If you, or an older person you know, 
needs support please contact Age 
Concern Auckland on 09 820 0184 to 
discuss.

The Age Concern Auckland office 
at 57 Rosebank Road, Avondale will 
reopen at Alert Level 2 on Monday–
Friday 9am–4pm.

www.ageconcernauckland.org.nz

With the shift into alert level 4, 
Age Concern Auckland reinstated 
its Emergency Response Service to 
support older people in the community.  
This service runs alongside Age 
Concern Auckland’s existing services 
and provides essential support for 
people 65 and over during alert 
levels 4 & 3, this includes shopping, 
coordinating food parcels and other 
emergency support required, delivery 
of medication, delivery of free face 

masks and regular welfare calls for 
older people experiencing loneliness 
and anxiety. 

Since 18 August, Age Concern 
Auckland has assisted 250 older 
adults with these essential services. 
In the first week of lockdown we 
also contacted 4,000 members and 
clients, to check they had support 
during lockdown and if they didn’t, 
we arranged the support they needed. 
This is to ensure we assist those 
older people in our community, 
without anyone else to support them.  

a vital support 
during Lockdown

Age Concern 

by Kevin Lamb – CEO
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The Hotel with No Tea

There will always be times when the customer is not 
always right, and what they want can’t always be provided.  

Such was the case when venerable Southland former 
justice of the peace, D Shea Lawlor, rode up to the 
Avondale Hotel one February evening in 1886, thirsty 
and tired from a day on the dusty roads. 

Publican, John Brayley, warmly greeted the traveller 
and provided Lawlor’s horse with stabling and oats for 

the night.  Then though, things came unstuck when Lawlor 
asked for a drink of tea. Unfortunately, the hotel’s fire was 
out, but Brayley offered an alternative of beer or spirits 
with a meal of meat and vegetables. This incensed Lawlor, 
who became “most offensive” with his language. In reaction 
Brayley then demanded payment for the horse’s oats up 
front. Police were eventually summoned, and it wound up in 
court. Despite Lawlor’s assertions that Brayley had breached 
the Licensing Act by not providing a cuppa, this wasn’t the 
case; all Brayley needed to offer was a meal, and he had done 
so. The case was thrown out, Lawlor went back to the South 
Island, and Brayley left Avondale a few months later.
The Avondale-Waterview Historical Society meets six times 
a year at St Ninians Hall, St Georges Road, Avondale.  Our 
next meeting is scheduled for October, lockdown depending, 
with guest speaker Norman Judd presenting on the story of 
Campbell Island.

By Lisa Truttman

WWW.COSMOPOLITANVILLAGE.CO.CNZ

Where else can you get the 
best of both worlds?

To view any time, call Denise on Ph 828 2885 or email 
denise@cosmopolitanvillage.co.nz

•  For the active 55 +
•  Working and/or retired
•  Independent living
•  Companionship
•  Handy to trains & buses
•  In the heart of Avondale 

Tenure of occupational right of agreement

Sell up, to cash up
•  No maintenance
•  Close to family
•  Easy living
•  Retain your Auckland lifestyle

City fringe living that gives you the freedom for more!

From just

$130,000

“Act now!   This could be the lifestyle change 
you’ve been looking for!”}

MP for New Lynn

Dr Deborah 
Russell

Authorised by Deborah Russell MP,  
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

New Lynn Electorate Office
09 820 6245
newlynn.mp@parliament.govt.nz
1885 Great North Rd,  
Avondale, Auckland

Your local MP
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my
Avondale 

by Janet Charman
bollocking jockeys bunch up
above the hooves groundshock
for the Avondale gallops
then every December
enter the Kuaka
flowing with the tides
between the Manukau
and the Waitematã
once
seeing them in towering clouds
above the shops
i forgot my children
buckled in the car
and gawped up
we were about to head off
somewhere
but not to Siberia
sunset writ large
above the Waitãkeres
Quick! we shout. Come out
too late you missed the flight
of golden light
Tongan drummers
punctuate the twilight
White Sunday processions
and Anzac Day parades
led past loan sharks
by the percussion & brass
of the Nafanua Methodist Church
giving this atheist-pacifist pause
house and wardrobe
furnished
with more than two decades
of bargains
from the Saint V. de. P.
and Sally Army
the women say: ‘We don’t know
what it is

but you can have it for two dollars.’
and if they get a tricky customer
i’ve heard them direct: go home
right now Love and have a rest
after that
nap
most days
i do the eight-hill walk up 
Avondale Heights
and over the winding track
through Chalmers Street Reserve
for a jolt of terracotta harmonics
from the Shri Swaminarayan
Mandir & Cultural Complex
after that it’s just a hop
step and a jump
up Lansford Crescent
to the Paradice
of the skating rink
many an aeon i’ve idled
in the purgatory of its car-park
waiting to ferry a load
of bruised teenagers
to Burger Hell
and back
at the end of Wingate Street
Viv picked up a rautapu
of fresh leaf and placed it
on the commemorative stone
as replacement for a faded wreath
laid for novelist José Rizal
whose judicial killing inspires
the people of the Philippines
to stand up
for the democratic freedoms
or there’s the walk

i’ve had to take 
over the years to the corner vet
with our bitten cat
mewling hopelessly in the cage
they’ve compassionately lent
or it’s off to the Avondale Health Centre
up Jude Street for a consult
with the patron saints
of desperate cases
buy hey
Salvation Kitchen
pours that good coffee
though i prefer tea
drunk under falling leaves
from the oak trees
by Crayford Street
where the trains and busses stop
opposite
and no shopped-out fashionista’s
luxury brag bags
make her happier than i am
hurrying home
from the Avondale Library
with the black stamped satchel
proclaiming i’ve an Interloan
but then i stop
opposite the empty lot
where there used to be a supermarket
but since it got demolished 
in the gap
you see the green eye of the racecourse
opening on the mountains
and that’s the look i want

You can find this poem and more amazing artistry inside your FREE copy of BTW...
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BTW... FREE copy 
of the new Whau 
collective

Flowers kindly donated by

With Thanks

Floral Design
Indigobelle

When Whau Arts Broker, Mellisa 
Laing, left her role of seven years 
recently, Janet Lilo and Jody Yawa 
McMillan had the good sense to snap 
up the reigns – their new co-position 
with the Whau Local Board being 
announced in August.

As an arts-driven neighbourhood, 
Avondale has been fortunate to have 
Jody and Janet under the banner of 
Whau the People leading the charge 
for the arts through its Whau Arts 
Festival, exhibitions, workshops and 
murals.  With the pair now also in the 

seat of Whau Arts Broker, playing a 
crucial part in developing and funding 
Arts programmes, a continued focus 
on creativity in our neighbourhood is 
only bolstered.

“It’s a really exciting time for arts in 
Whau,” says Jody.  “So many creative 
projects and groups are everywhere and 
its brilliant that we will be in a position 
to help facilitate those projects.”

To find out how the Whau Arts 
Brokers can assist with your arts 
project, visit www.artswhau.org.nz.

August saw the launch of the new arts 
epic, “BTW…” from local arts legend, 
Whau the People.

Last year, the arrival of the Corona 
virus and imminent lock downs, 
presented an opportunity for Whau 
the People to transform its annual 
arts festival into a publication.  
Described as a “festival in your 
hands,” BTW… is a snapshot of our 
local community at a critical moment 
of evolution through the pandemic, 
black lives matter and #MeToo 
movements, a rollercoaster of foreign 
affairs, constant construction and 
the ongoing loss of our beloved urban 
canopy.  It is brought to us by some 
60 artists - a celebration of art by the 
Whau, in the Whau and for the Whau.  

5000 copies of BTW… will soon 
be available free of charge diaries 
throughout the Whau – to remove 
barriers of cost and distance, 

while also 
honouring 
the space 
dairies hold 
as points 
of vital 
connection.

Announcement of arts appointment

At the August launch of BTW...
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 “What do you want to be when you grow up?” Photos by Dayne Smith, illustrations by Matt Miller, student voices captured by Cat Wilson.
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Great North Posters

AVONDALE POSTAL CENTRE
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1978 Great North Rd, Avondale, Ph 828 8272, Mon-Fri 9-5.30pm, Sat 9-3pm

STATIONERY
HOUSIE & BINGO 
ART SUPPLIES
GREETING CARDS

INTERNATIONAL 
MONEY TRANSFERS
MONEYGRAM & PACIFICEZY

In partnership with Eke Panuku Development Auckland, 
I Love Avondale curates 12 large poster panels along Great 
North Road in the heart of Avondale’s town centre.  We use 
the posters to showcase our community’s people and places; 
cultures and creativity. The panels are refreshed monthly 
by Phantom Billstickers and we work with different locals 
to create each series of content. 

Our most recent content includes: 

• “What do you want to be when you grow up?” a project 
capturing 11 Avondale Primary School students’ 
aspirations for the future, from being a policeman 
“catching bad people,” to one day becoming Prime 
Minister whose “the boss of all the people and 
playgrounds.”  

• And a two-part series documenting Avondale’s 
mainstreet in 2021, photographed by Tim D with 
direction from musician, Tom Scott - the first 
installation was a series of unscripted portraits taken 
along the mainstreet followed by a photo album-style 
series of faces and places around town. 

Amid increasing-gentrification, these images intend to 
capture Avondale as it is today for future generations to 
look back on in the same way people look at old images of 
Ponsonby, Freemans Bay and Grey Lynn for example.  These 
photos will also be published in a forthcoming book being 

produced by Tim and Tom.

If you have an idea you would like 
to bring to life on these posters, 
please message I Love Avondale on 
Facebook or Instagram, or contact 
us at iloveavondale.co.nz.

I Love Avondale is a community 
development project that aims to 

show and grow the good in our hood. We have four main 
strands of interwoven mahi: Kai Avondale community 
food initiatives, Eastdale Hub recreation and youth 
space, Storytelling initiatives and Whanaungatanga – 
collaborating, connecting & advocating.

You can check out the new I Love Avondale website now at 
www.iloveavondale.co.nz.

by Dayne Smith

A two-part series documenting Avondale’s mainstreet in 
2021, photographed by Tim D with direction from musician, 
Tom Scott - the first installation was a series of unscripted 

portraits taken along the mainstreet followed by a photo 
album-style series of faces and places around town.
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Shot, 
Avondale!
Check out some of our top 
contenders in August’s Lockdown 
Level 2 Avondale Town Centre 
photo comp.
Our winner was Katrina David 
who took this mighty shot of 
ducks outside Cheddar.
Eke Panuku offered a special 
runner-up prize of $150 to Naomi 
Shepherd for great great coverage 
of the Pavilion at the old 3 Guys.
Our thanks to all 54 of you who 
entered!

Katrina David

1836-1848 Great North Road, Avondale (Next to Green Jade)                 820 8980 

IN THE HEART AND AT THE HEART OF AVONDALE

LARGE INDOOR SPACES

DELICIOUS NUTRITIOUS MEALS COOKED DAILY

WINZ-SUBSIDY FRIENDLY

DESIGNER OUTDOOR SPACE WITH REAL TREES & GRASS 

FAMILY-OWNED & OPERATED WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

A HIDDEN GEM ...
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Avondale Dental 
1875 Great North Rd, Avondale
Phone 828 5786
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm, Closed weekends

Avondale Family Doctor
63 Rosebank Rd, Avondale 1026
Phone 828 8410
Mon-Fri 8.30am-4.45pm 

Avondale Family Health Centre
1784 Great North Rd, Avondale
Phone 820 0065
Mon-Fri 8am-7pm
Sat & Sun 9am-2pm

Find my defib!

A defibrillator (or AED - automated 
external defibrillator), is used to help 
those experiencing sudden cardiac 
arrest by shocking their heart into 
regaining an effective rhythm.  It's 
an easy-to-use, medical device that 
can analyse the heart's rhythm and, if 
necessary, deliver an electrical shock, 
or defibrillation, to help the heart 
regain an effective rhythm.
An AED can increase someone's chance 
of survival by up to 80% if applied 
immediately. But sadly, people have 
died even when an AED is within 50 
metres of them simply because no-
one knew it was there.  Please take a 
moment to find out where your closest 
defibrillator can be found on Avondale 
mainstreet.

Finding your closest defibrillator could mean the 
difference between life and death

Avondale Health Centre
39 Layard St, Avondale
Phone 828 2066
Mon-Fri 8am–5pm, Closed weekends

Avondale Police Station
1834 Great North Road, Avondale 
Phone 302 6400
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Closed weekends
 
Ministry of Social Development
46 Rosebank Road, Avondale
Phone 0800 559 009 
Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 8:30am-5pm
Wed 9:30am-5pm, closed weekends

White Cross Avondale
2144 Great North Rd, Avondale
Phone 828 8912
Open 7 days 8am–8pm

Westforce Credit Union
1883 Great North Road, Avondale 
Phone 828 8285 
Mon-Fri 10am–2pm, closed weekends

Naomi Shepherd Donna Veldkamp

Jason Valentine-Burt

Louise Matheson
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During the month of October, Aucklanders are encouraged 
to discover the city's street art scene by bike with the Street 
Art Bike Challenge, for a chance to win $1,000 worth of 
amazing prizes.

The EcoMatters Bike Hubs have launched the Street Art 
Bike Challenge, a month-long photo treasure hunt by bike, 
in which people are invited to look for street art across the 
Auckland region and share their photos with the hashtag 
#StreetArtBikeChallenge. 

EcoMatters Bike Hubs manager Brent Bielby says, "In 2020 
we ran a similar challenge, the Power Box Bike Challenge, 
which was really well received by the community. This year 
we wanted to expand the event to encompass all public art, 
not just power boxes. 

On yer bike, Avondale!
"It's amazing just how much street art there is around 
Auckland. Once your eyes are open and you start to look 
around, you become hooked on trying to find different 
pieces, and the city never looks the same again. And it's 
a great excuse to jump on your bike and explore your 
surroundings."

The challenge is a family-friendly event all ages can enjoy 
while adhering to Covid-19 restrictions and physical 
distancing.

The Street Art Bike Challenge is made possible thanks to 
funding support provided by Auckland Transport. Find out 
more at www.ecomatters.org.nz/bikechallenge.
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HOW TO ENTER
1. Jump on your bike and discover Auckland’s array of street art.

2. Take a photo that includes a piece of street art, you, and your bike.

3. Share your photo with the #StreetArtBikeChallenge hashtag in a public post 
on your Facebook or Instagram profile with the street name and suburb.

PRIZES
More than $1000 worth of prizes are up for grabs. 

Prize Draw:    $800 gift voucher with 99 Bikes 

Judges' Prize for Best Story:  $250 gift voucher with 99 Bikes

Random spot prizes will also be awarded throughout the month.

ABOUT THE ECOMATTERS BIKE HUBS
The EcoMatters Bike Hubs are welcoming spaces that provide access to bikes, 
parts, tools and advice, with the goal of getting more people cycling. The Bike 
Hubs work alongside cyclists as they learn to care for their bikes so they can 
freely enjoy the benefits of cycling. EcoMatters Bike Hubs are located in New 
Lynn, Henderson and Glen Innes. 



���������������������������������������������������������������������������
������	�����������������������
����������������������������������
����������������������������
����
������
��

Sadly, due to health reasons, John Beckett was eventually forced to 
sell the family business.  
The new owner, Khalid Khan, and business associate, Shirley Daniel, 
with a combined experience of 15 years in real estate, decided to keep 
the Beckett family name in honour of Reginald Beckett who was well 
known for his involvement in the Avondale community and most 
importantly to keep the “family” environment.  
Carole Withey is still the Principal Agent for Beckett Real Estate who 
knew and worked alongside Reginald and John Beckett.  With over 50 
years of Real Estate experience, she was a local resident in Waterview 
and was involved in many clubs and activities with the West Auckland 
community since 1960. 
Our wealth of knowledge and expertise lead to results that speak for 
themselves. We believe in going the extra mile and are committed to 
selling your property for the best possible price. 
At Beckett Real Estate, we pride ourselves on our personal and 
professional service to you. Not only will you receive a personal 
touch, but you will also save on fees.  As a direct result of lower 
overheads, this company has the cutting edge by o�ering 
competitive commission rates (no hidden extra costs) and without 
compromising any other benefits.  
Our o�ice provides a full range of Real Estate services to suit all your 
needs.
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Established in 1948 by Reginald Lockwood Beckett when he was in his 
early 30s, he opened his first o�ice in the Campbell Building, Vulcan 
Lane, Auckland city - 1948 to 1950, named R.L Beckett & Co Licensed 
Real Estate Agents. 
Other o�ices were established over the following years in at Station 
Road, Henderson; Stanmore Bay, Whangaparaoa; Main Road, 
Hamilton; Ward Road, Otahuhu; in Papatoetoe and in Upper Queen 
Street, Auckland, called “The Blue Room.”  “The Blue Room” was open 
1966 to 1970 with Reginald’s wife Patricia Beckett as manageress and 
his daughter, Margaret Beckett, as o�ice secretary, the start of a real 
family business.  
In 1970, a Herne Bay o�ice was opened and Reginald’s son, John 
Beckett, joined the family business as salesperson/manager.  
Following the closing of the Queen Street o�ice, Patricia, Margaret 
and Reginald joined John in Herne Bay and it was a real family a�air.  

In 1972, the Avondale o�ice was opened. All 
other o�ices were eventually closed, and the 
Avondale o�ice was le¤ operating with the 
whole family. 
The business thrived and Reginald was 
involved with the local Bowling Club in 
fundraising and building of a local hall.  Upon 
Reginald’s passing, John Beckett then took 
over the business and kept it running for over 
20 more years.  Reginald Lockwood Beckett
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Beckett Real Estate Ltd
1954 Great North Road,
Avondale 1026

Ph Sales: 09 828 9812
Rental: 09 828 5518 �����������
���������������
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Better furniture, for hire.
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Better furniture, for hire.


